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SUPPLY BILL 2020 
Receipt and First Reading 

Bill received from the Assembly; and, on motion by Hon Sue Ellery (Leader of the House), read a first time. 

Second Reading 

HON SUE ELLERY (South Metropolitan — Leader of the House) [7.32 pm]: On behalf of Hon Stephen Dawson 
representing the Treasurer, I move — 

That the bill be now read a second time. 

This bill seeks supply and appropriation from the consolidated account for recurrent and capital purposes during 
the 2020–21 financial year of $13 638 632 000. This bill is introduced as an important contingency in the event that 
COVID-19 means that the 2020–21 recurrent and capital appropriation bills are not passed in time to achieve supply 
for the new financial year. 

Supply is an integral element of the Westminster system of government and successive state governments and 
Parliaments in Western Australia have accepted and understood that the intent of supply is to give authority for 
expenditure from the commencement of a new financial year pending the passage of the consolidated account 
appropriation bills. The 2020–21 budget is due to be delivered on 14 May 2020 and the Financial Management 
Act 2006 provides two months’ automatic supply if the appropriation bills are not passed before the end of the 
financial year. However, the COVID-19 virus could delay the introduction and passage of the appropriation bills for 
the 2020–21 budget, meaning their passing by the end of August 2020 may not be possible. In that event, a standalone 
Supply Bill authorising supply will be required. Accordingly, the Supply Bill 2020 provides for interim appropriations 
out of the consolidated account to fund the core activities of government agencies until around December 2020. 
This will ensure crucial public services can continue to operate and that all public sector workers such as nurses, 
teachers, police officers and public transport staff can continue to be paid. It is the intention that this bill will be 
proclaimed only in the event that the passage of the budget appropriation bills by 1 September 2020 does not happen. 
Given the uncertainty of COVID-19 and its impact on the community, the government believes this precautionary 
measure is prudent. The Leader of the Opposition in the other place has been consulted on this approach and will 
be consulted again prior to this legislation being proclaimed if it appears that developments with COVID-19 require 
this course of action. 

The $13.639 billion amount in the Supply Bill 2020 is based on 50 per cent of appropriations approved by the 
Parliament for the 2019–20 financial year. These moneys may be issued and applied to the works, services and 
purposes for which the consolidated account will be appropriated for by Parliament for the financial year ending 
30 June 2021. The bill prescribes a general monetary limit on the drawings against the consolidated account. By 
so doing, it overcomes the problems which otherwise could arise by prescribing monetary limits in respect of 
individual appropriations as usually detailed in the estimates of expenditure. 

Pursuant to standing order 126(1), I advise that this bill is not a uniform legislation bill. It does not ratify or give 
effect to an intergovernmental or multilateral agreement to which the government of the state is a party; nor does this 
bill, by reason of its subject matter, introduce a uniform scheme or uniform laws throughout the commonwealth. 
I commend the bill to the house and I table the explanatory memorandum. 
[See paper 3688.] 
Debate adjourned, pursuant to standing orders. 

Made Order of the Day — Motion 
On motion without notice by Hon Sue Ellery (Leader of the House), resolved — 

That the second reading of this bill be made an order of the day for the next sitting of the house.  
 

https://www.parliament.wa.gov.au/publications/tabledpapers.nsf/displaypaper/4013688ce165424411a0329f4825852f0003d239/$file/tp-3688.pdf
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